
Collapsing Lists Game 

Collapsing List Game 

Directions: 

Determine the lists you will use and the difficulty level.  You may type over the sample 

lists provided on pages 2-4 to create a game appropriate for your grade level/content 

area.  Copy each level on colored paper as indicated below. 

Red = Level 1 

Yellow = Level 2 

Green = Level 3 

Rules: 

• Team with the youngest member guesses first.

• Guessing team tells the reading team the color card they want to play.

• Reading team reads clues aloud.

• If guessing team does not provide the exact answer, then half points for the color are

scored. If the answer is incorrect, then no points are scored.

• First team to earn 20 points wins.
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Collapsing Lists Game 

Level 1 

Twitter, 
Facebook, 
Instagram: 

social media 

peacock, royal, 
indigo, navy: 

shades of blue 

Astros, Cowboys, 
Rockets, Texans, 

Rangers, 
Dynamo: 

Texas sports teams 

rain, snow, sleet, 
hail: 

precipitation 

pen, pencil, 
marker, crayon: 

writing utensils

sleeping bag, 
tent, flashlight, 

cooler: 

camping supplies

Venus, Jupiter, 
Mars, Neptune 

planets 

daisy, rose, 
carnation, mum: 

flowers

Swiss, Cheddar, 
Mozzarella, 
Parmesan:  

cheese

PlayStation, 
Xbox, Nintendo 

DS, Wii: 

video game systems 

dog, goldfish, cat, 
hamster: 

pets

sapphires, rubies, 
diamonds, 
emeralds: 

gems

©2014 Texas Education Agency / The University of Texas System



Collapsing Lists Game 

Level 2 

Thomas Edison, 
Alexander Graham 

Bell, George 
Washington Carver, 
Benjamin Franklin: 

inventors 

wind, solar, 
hydroelectric, 
geothermal, 

biofuel: 

alternative energy 
sources 

multiplication, 
division, addition, 

subtraction: 

operations 

Asia, Australia, 
South America, 

Europe:

continents

free verse, 
rhyme, haiku, 

acrostic: 

poetry 

Denver, 
Oklahoma City, 
Baton Rouge, 

Austin: 

state capitals 

rotation, 
reflection, 

translation: 

transformation 

typhoon, 
hurricane, 

tornado, blizzard: 

storms

mechanical, 
sound, thermal, 

light: 

energy types 

hill, valley, 
canyon, 

mountain, island: 

landforms 

Legislative, 
Executive, Judicial: 

branches of U.S. 
government

plants, sunlight, 
carbon dioxide,  
water, oxygen:  

photosynthesis
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Collapsing Lists Game 

Level 3 

Gestapo, fascism, 
Hitler, 

concentrations 
camps : 

Holocaust or WWII 

Allusion, 
foreshadowing, 

assonance, 
simile: 

literary devices

Rhyolite, pumice, 
granite, andesite: 

igneous rocks

nucleolus, 
chromatin, 

nuclear envelope, 
nuclear pores: 

parts of the nucleus 

Boston Massacre, 
Intolerable Acts, 

Boston Tea Party, 
Stamp Act of 1765: 

events leading to Paul 
Revere’s ride 

autocracy, 
dictatorship, 
monarchy, 
democracy:  

forms of government

Thomas Jefferson, 
Benjamin Franklin, 
John Adams, Roger 

Sherman: 

authors of the Declaration 
of Independence 

flatworms, 
roundworms, 

annelids, sponges, 
arthropods: 

 invertebrates 

hydrogen, 
oxygen, carbon 
dioxide, helium: 

gases

Ursa Major, Ursa 
Minor, Orion, 

Cassiopeia: 

constellations

Ophelia, 
Claudius, Horatio, 

Polonius: 

characters of Hamlet

Scandium, 
Mercury, Sulfur, 

Radium: 

Chemical Elements

©2014 Texas Education Agency / The University of Texas System



Kissner, E., (2006). Summarizing paraphrasing and retelling. Skills for better reading, writing, and test 

taking. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, p.79-80.

Handout 7




